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Who is learning Arabic?
• 20,000
• Independent/faith/mainstream schools
• Supplementary schools

• ‘marginal’ ‘enrichment’ or ‘extra-
curricular  

• HLLs/NHLLs



• 4,300 GCSE 2018 (French 
120,500/German 43,260/Spanish 91,980)

• 750 A Level 2018 (French 7,945/German 
2,890/Spanish 7,705)

• 256 Secondary Schools, (75%) vast 
majority Muslim Faith 

• 4% of state schools/10% of independent 
schools



Arabic is growing but not in 
mainstream sector 





Who teaches Arabic in UK?

• Teachers trained formally in UK to 
teach Arabic in UK schools (QTS)

• Native/non-native trained/untrained 
language teacher/non-language 
teacher



• Most teachers work alone
• Freelance/hourly paid
• MSA/Classical/Colloquial
• Methodologies



• Parvez Blackburn Primary
• Susan Colchester Secondary
• Maha Cardiff Grammar
• Zeinab Leeds Faith School
• Attendees at BC/QFI conferences



Needs analysis
• Pedagogy/methodology
• Materials and activity design 
• Planning



• Teaching for exams (GCSE/A 
Level)

• A qualification
• Networks



What training and professional 
development is available?

• Goldsmiths certificate
• BC/QFI Conferences
• BC/QFI Summer institute
• GCSE workshops



• Teachers Councils
• School Centered Initial Teacher 

Training
• Subject Knowledge Enhancement



The Future
• PGCE
• Arabic content for teacher 

training
• Underpinning research
• Teaching resources



MFL Pedagogy Review 2016
• Phonics
• Grammar
• Vocabulary
• Meaningful practice



Germany
• Heritage/non-heritage
• Salzsmannschule
• Supplementary/Saturday
• 14 learners after school
• School management
• Funding



• Trained in home country
• Hourly paid
• CPD needs
• Qualification
• Teachers Council



Thank you 

شكرا على حسن الاستماع




